Graham’s story
Graham called us following the Coronation Street storyline. He said it was
spooky to watch as it was very much like what he had been through and brought
back a lot of memories. He wanted to share his story with us in order to show
men in the same position that there is no shame in being a victim, and that they
should come forward and get help.
Graham was married to his wife for 10 years before he felt strong enough to
leave and divorce her.
During their marriage his wife was violent to both him and their son. She had a
drink problem, which only made the violence worse. But she would use this as
an excuse after every attack and promised to change. Graham even tried to
commit suicide twice throughout their marriage because he did not know where
to go for help.
During the final attack, Graham was stabbed in the head by his wife. He
managed to leave the house bleeding profusely and got to a public telephone.
He just about managed to ring 999 before he collapsed. He woke up in hospital
with no memory of how he got there.
Throughout the relationship Graham told no one of the abuse he was suffering.
She had made him feel like it was his fault and he blamed himself for all of it.
After they separated, Graham was kept from seeing his son for 2 years. But
following a very lengthy Court process he was eventually granted sole custody
and has brought his son up alone ever since.
For years following the divorce, Graham found it very hard to enter into another
relationship as it was difficult for him to trust women. However, recently he has
formed a new relationship and it is going very well for them both.

