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Mr Andrew Flanagan,
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42 Curtain Road, London,
EC2A 3NH
5 June 2012
Dear Mr Flanagan
Domestic Abuse: Recovering Together
I am writing as Chairman of The ManKind Initiative, a charity that support male
victims of domestic abuse, to express our tremendous disappointment that the
above programme does not support all children in recovering from domestic
abuse and improve relationships between their parents when there has been
family violence. We would urge the charity to ensure that it reviews and changes
this programme to ensure all children are supported.
The reason for this disappointment is that the NSPCC has not included children
where the father has been the victim of family violence, that is, it is the father
who is the victim of domestic violence. Until the DART service is made available
to support children where the father has been the victim the NSPCC will not be
offering a service for all children.
Current statistics from the British Crime Survey show that one in three victims of
domestic abuse are male and in fact the statistics1 in 2009/10 show that 2.2% of
men with children suffered partner abuse (3.7% women) as did 13.0% of male
single adults with children (14.7% female single adults with children). These
statistics show that there is a need to support children where the father has

been a victim of domestic/partner abuse as well as rightly supporting children
where the mother has been a victim of domestic/partner abuse.
I would therefore, urge the NSPCC to ensure the DART programme is available
to fathers as well as mothers. Only then will the NSPCC ensure all children
receive the support they need in this vital area.
Thank you for your time and consideration and I look forward to receiving your
response on this very important matter.
Yours sincerely
Mark Brooks
Chairman
The ManKind Initiative
Research
1 Homicides, Firearm Offences and Intimate Violence 2009/10

Supplementary Volume 2 to Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 Kevin
Smith (Ed.), Kathryn Coleman, Simon Eder and Philip Hall.
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