Flook House, Belvedere Road, Taunton, TA1 1BT
admin@mankind.org.uk : www.mankind.org.uk:
01823 334244
Emma Thomas,

Chief Executive
YouthNet UK
First Floor
50 Featherstone Street
London, EC1Y 8RT
01 June 2013
Dear Ms Thomas
Do it – Volunteers for men’s charities
I am writing as the chair of trustees of a national charity that supports male victims of
domestic abuse and to set out by disappointment that there is no volunteering category on the
above website for ‘men’.
While I was pleased to see that there was a category for women I do not understand why
there is no category for ‘men’, especially bearing in mind the growing number of charities in
the UK supporting men on male-related issues. These include charities related to health,
suicide/depression, eating disorders, domestic abuse and homelessness to name but a few all of whom would be delighted to have some of the volunteers that view your site.
In addition, our charity is concerned that the lack of a male category has no basis in terms of
equality and is in fact an institutional barrier that charities supporting men and boys have to
overcome without foundation.
It is worth noting that a key part of the a landmark report (entitled ‘Invisible Men: Engaging
More Men in Social Projects’) published last year by the Youth Foundation on behalf of the
Big Lottery Fund, was the fact that “we know that men have particular needs, but we have
also become aware that fewer men than women get involved in or benefit from the social
projects we fund.” A key finding was for more support to be given to organisations supporting
men.
I would be grateful, in terms of both equality and in terms of supporting people to volunteer for
charities supporting men and boys, if you were able to add a new category for ‘men’ and also
inform me when this has been added. This will enable me to circulate the good news to the

range of male-related charities the Mankind Initiative works with, who can look forward to an
increase in the number of both female and male volunteers.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely

Mark Brooks
Chair of Trustees
The ManKind Initiative
chairman@mankind.org.uk
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Chief Executive
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31 July 2013
Dear Emma
Do-It website
Thank you for your letter dated 6 June 2013, regarding the lack of a category for volunteers
wanting to support men and boys.
Given that the site is moving to a new owner and the lack of resource for technical changes, I
would ask that you raise the issue with the new owner and also the Office for Civil Society. I
am happy to contact them direct or if you were able to forward the correspondence to the right
person that would be very helpful.
We were of course both disappointed and surprised that your research did not find maleorientated charities when there are such high profile organisations such as Families Need
Fathers, the Prostate Cancer UK and CALM (male suicide) in existence as well as many
more.
In addition, in working with the Office for Civil Society in handing the site and the development
over to a new organisation if there is a category for women and girls (which of course would
be entirely understandable), but there is no category for men and boys, then the Office for
Civil Society would be in breach of the Equality Act 2010. In particular, the Public Sector
Equality Duty. I hope therefore that the new site will provide a remedy for this issue.
Thank you for consideration and time on this matter.
Yours sincerely
Mark Brooks
Chair of Trustees
The ManKind Initiative
chairman@mankind.org.uk
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